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A word from our Chairperson... 

    The Pelican 
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Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain of 

wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. John 12:24 

SUMMER 2012 

What a great and busy year we have had so far in 2012.  Father Tim is in place 
as our new spiritual director, we have been all over the diocese with our travel-
ing FOPs, had another successful fundraiser, bid “see ya later” to Father Joe, 
did a service project, began a search for a new chairperson, got new music 
books, a new banner, and did I forget three successful TEC weekends, helping 
others encounter Christ!  The last thing mentioned of course is truly the goal 
and reason for our ministry of Teens Encounter Christ. 
  
We have had great success because of this community’s great love and devo-
tion to get others to truly Encounter Him.  This call to Encounter Christ and to 
bring others to Encounter Christ, shouldn’t only happen four times, but rather 
should happen everyday of our lives.  Much of what we do should be for this 
purpose, TEC should only be a stepping stone for all of us.  Yes, we have 
many that want to help on a weekend or through a lot of other programs, but in 
reality there are a number of TECites that make a weekend and we never see 
again.   
  
Hopefully these individuals take the gifts that God has blessed them with over 
the their weekend and share them with others around them, most importantly 
their parish communities.  Many times we hear that our youth is the future of 
the church and I disagree!  Each weekend I see the teens who have already 
changed the church by their involvement in their parishes, youth groups and 
service projects. t  
  
This is should be your challenge…take your TEC weekend’s gifts, your desire 
to help others to encounter Christ and take it to your youth groups, your parish 
communities just as so many of our teens do.    
  
On another note, many of you have heard I have informed the NCS TEC board 
that I will not be renewing my term as chairperson.  It was with much prayer 
and discernment that I came to this decision.  I will be staying on an extra six 
months to help with the transition to our new chairperson.  I will not be going 
anywhere, as TEC is a very important part of my life, as I have met many spe-
cial people in my life through TEC.  I will just be serving the community in dif-
ferent ways (working weekends, serving on committees, etc). 
  
During this time of discernment be sure to keep TEC in your daily prayers!  We 
will continue to keep you informed through all of the steps in the process  
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Dear TEC community, 

Well it is hard to believe that the Summer is almost over and we begin to anticipate the many 

“school” related activities that the Fall will bring, activities like:  Late night study sessions for 

those in High School and College, elections held in November, and of course the numerous fall 

sports that commences for the majority of you. However, this year our Church also anticipates a 

great year-long celebration; for, His Holiness Benedict XVI has declared that from October 2012-

2013 as “the “Year of Faith.” As I was reflecting on this year I realized that this could be a great 

opportunity for us, the faithful, to celebrate the great mystery, the Myteriumfidei (mystery of 

faith).  Many churches are offering numerous activities to celebrate the Year of Faith, and, as 

Spiritual Director of the TEC community, may I offer some suggestions that we could implement 

during this year. 

The first is a return to the Sacrament of Confession. As a priest there is nothing that warms my 

heart more than when someone says, “Father, would you hear my confession?”  I enjoy this Sacra-

ment so very much, because I know that it is through this Sacrament that the mercy, love, and 

forgiveness of Christ  are bestowed on a soul. If you have a chance, and more often would be pre-

ferred, come back to the confession. Need a priest? Call me: 216-524-1987 ext. 20. 

The second is commit yourself to a weekly Holy Hour. Here at St. Columbkille we have introduced 

Perpetual Adoration and it has been wonderful to go into our chapel and see as many as six people 

praying to Our Eucharistic Lord. Adoration is not just reserved for special Tec events; rather, like 

the Sacrament of confession, it is something that all of us can utilize in our daily lives. Please, re-

member the words of Our Lord spoken at his agony, “Could you not stay awake with me for one 

hour?” Make a scheduled time to adore our Lord at least one hour a week. 

The third thing we can do is to read the Catechism and the Vatican Documents. The richness of 

the faith can be found in the writings that we find in the conciliar documents 

of Vatican II and of course the Catechism that Blessed John Paul II imple-

mented in October, 1992. 

I pray that these suggestions can help bring us closer to the Lord through the 

tradition we have and the Sacraments we are all so privileged to receive. My 

hope and prayer is that this year we will grow deeper in our faith and become 

the disciples Christ has called us to be. 

Reflections from a Spiritual Director... 

Discernment NEWS 

 

 

 

 

  

Please continue to pray for the discernment of our next chairperson!   



 

 

A special THANK YOU THANK YOU to those who have served on TEC 96 and TEC 97: 

  

Thanks to all who helped make this edition of the Pelican possible!!!!! 

Welcome to those who made TEC 96 & 97! 
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Nora Steele     

Rita Roman  

Eva Gebura  

Lisa Gould  

Jennifer Fitzgerald 

Michelle Solak 

Grace Waters 

Matthew Smith 

Joshua Soldat 

Rebecca Robertson  

Carol Wallington 

Sean Moroney  

Michael Trouton 

Melissa Baum 

Rachel Baum 

Tina Cerha  

Bill Cerha  

Desiree Gould  

Fr. Pat Anderson 

Fr. Mike McCan-

dless 

AJ D’Angelo 

Mark Dreyer  

Robby Fenbers  

Cindy Giulivo  

Amy Gould  

Anna Gruden  

Joe Hatgas 

Ian Kelly 

Kyle Kiffer  

Andrea Klonowski 

Sarah Kosmerl 

Zac Krzic 

Rick Kubrak  

Julie Lanzola 

Sherry Loxterman  

Victoria Macasek 

Laura Manocchio 

Bobby Mariner 

Paul Martin  

Jim McCarthy  

Michelle Mooren  

Adam Nestor  

Katie Payne  

Joe Plas 

Benjamin Pluta  

Catherine Popik  

Carly Sidol  

Craig Sidol  

Eric Sidol  

Sarah Pruett 

J-Rad 

Ashleigh Robertson  

Kristin Roch  

Amber Samkas  

Christopher Shilling  

 

Matt Smith  

Molly Smith  

Joshua Soldat  

Fr. Ed Suszynski  

Sue Swanick  

Rebecca Turner  

Grace Walters 

Julia Whidden  

Cari White  

Anna Woods  

Jess Yurick  

Matt Shaniuk  

Peter Sherman  

We apologize in advance for any spelling errors, omissions, or errors in the names on this page!   

Becky Barsa                    

Hannah DeLaat                

Thomas Sullivan                 

Nick Atkins                           

Kelli Kiffer                                  

Katie Farinacci                       

Sam Pintz                        

Patrick Grurmer                        

Holly Tvrdik                                       

Christin Van Atta                                             

Philip Fitzgerald                                  

Allyson Sutphin  

Luisa Silvaggio 

Cora McVicker                       

Maria Silvaggio                          

Jeanne Tifenbach  

Judy Mondry 

Laura Peters 

Jonathan Hatgas 

Maggie Byrne 

Sara McGervey 

Daniel Samkas 

Katy Mooren 

Jessica Bresnahan 

Jill Bresnahan 

 

Sam Nemeth 

Marty Chapman 

Peter Radzialowski 

Jessica Baum 

Sarah Carter 

Tayler Morris 

Robby Popik 

Brenna Hiironen 

Katt Krueger 

Andrew Parker 

Caitlin Dudenhoefer 

Dan Miller  

Frank Schaffer 
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MATT SHANIUK  

Favorite food: favorite food would be Meat (ie bacon, 

steak, burgers and such) favorite drink would be 'blue 

drank' (blue raspberry Jolly Ranchers pop)  

Favorite Movie: Any kind of action/superhero movie. 

Especially ones where the bad guy has a funny voice, 

wears a mask, and drinks blue drank. 

Hobbies: Golf, Volleyball. Baseball, Piano, eating bacon, 

hash tagging on Twitter, drinking blue drank, any other 

kind of bodacious activity.  

Favorite Sports Team: Cleveland Cavaliers and volley-

ball team #collegelife 

Favorite Song: The TEC song of course! (why would 

you even ask?) 

Favorite Scripture: John 6:35 "Jesus said to them, “I am 

the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 

and whoever believes in me shall never thirst." 

Favorite TEC Memory: Coming to surprise the tecites. 

Close second; serving as personal assistant to Sara Lan-

zola. 

What does the Spirit of TEC award mean to you?: Win-

ning this award was really cool. I want to thank every-

body on the board for the honor. Remember to always 

have board approved candy at every Tec weekend. 

KATHY SCULLIN 

Favorite Food: Anything that I 

don"t have to cook! 

Favorite Movie:  The Help 

Hobbies: (BESTANSWER EVER) I 

have no hobbies, if you would like 

to make one up for me to make me 

look more interesting, go ahead! 

Favorite Sports Team: Notre 

Dame Football! 

Favorite Song:  Motown, Beatles, 

some country, and a long list of 

varied artists.   

Favorite Scripture: Psalm 23:  The 

Lord is my shepherd...  I find it 

very comforting when I am feeling 

stressed.                                               

Favorite TEC Memory: (BEST AN-

SWER AGAIN) I know I have 

some, I am over 50, so this could 

take some time, get back to me on 

this one! 

What does the Spirit of TEC 

Award mean to you? The Spirit of 

TEC award was a great honor and 

surprise.  So many of you do so 

much to nurture this faith filled 

community and I just wanted to 

make sure that you had the sup-

plies and tools  to do your thing!  I 

am very grateful  for the acknowl-

edgement of my work.  I had many 

people helping me look good! Deb-

bie McCarthy, Maury & Angela 

Petrak, Kurt Zabor , and Chris 

Styka to name a few.  I encourage 

all of you to share your gifts and 

support this community in any 

way that you can.  I promise you 

it will be sooooo  rewarding! 

MATT GOULD 

Favorite Food:  Cheese Burger and Fries! 

Favorite Movie: Anything with Steven Seagal!  

Hobbies: Fishing, Fishing and More Fishing!   

Favorite Sports Team: BUCKEYES! 

Favorite Song: Matt Maher—Christ is Risen 

Favorite Scripture: John 6:54-59 This is the key to the 

Eucharist 

Favorite TEC Memory: Being trained like “The Karate Kid” 

by the one and only Leigh Cullen.  (DANIEL SON!) 

What does the Spirit of TEC award mean to you?  TEC has 

done so many wonderful things for myself, my marriage—

MY LIFE!  I love the community and I have made so many 

wonderful friends because of TEC, so this award is simply an 

honor.  Thank you!  



 

 

Please take a moment to say a prayer for the    

intentions of all those in the TEC community.  In 

a special way say a prayer for the formation of 

TEC 98 and 99!  Prayer intentions can be emailed 

to the TEC community via the TEC list-serve.  If 

you are not currently receiving emails from the 

TEC community and would like to be part of the 

list, please email Grant Winney at:          

grantwinney@sbcglob.net                                                      

                                                —Peace in Christ! 

Prayer Corner... 

Please Pray for: 

 Our church and its leaders 

 The leaders of nations that they may find a way to peace 

 All those who are serving the Lord in any ministry 

 All who are homeless, hungry, all those in need 

 For those who have wandered from their faith 

 For those most in need of prayer 

 For an end to the disrespect for human life 
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I really enjoyed listening to Fr. Larry talk at my parish, 

which book of his would you recommend?  -Lost Lucy 

(St. Charles) 

Surrender! The Life Changing Power of Do-
ing God's Will by Fr. Larry Richards 
In this book Fr. Larry blends personal stories 
and orthodox theology to give us practical ways 
to surrender our lives to the will of God.  If 
you've every heard Fr. Larry speak, this book is 
similar in that he doesn't pull punches and 
keeps it real! 

 

 

BONUS: 
  
Do you think you don't have time to 
read?  Try  this ebook from Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan (Archbishop of New York and President 
of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops): True Freedom: On Protecting Hu-
man Dignity and Religious Liberty.   This 
book is a short reflection on the Church's 
teaching on freedom, and how can respect the 
true dignity of the human person.  (Even if you 
don't have an e-reader device it's only 30 
pages and can easily be read on a phone or 
computer.) 

Just left pre-cana and I have so many ques-

tions about having a family and the churches 

teachings? -Engaged Emily (St. Michaels) 

Love Life-Giving Love: Embracing God's 
Beautiful Design for Marriage by Kimberley 
Hahn 
Are you confused by the Church's teachings 
on contraception, natural family planning, in 
vitro fertilization or other life issues? Are you 
looking to grow in respect and understanding 
of marital love?  Check out this title 
from Kimberly Hahn, who while being a re-
spected theologian, also lives out her vocation 
as wife and mother.  This book blends per-
sonal experience with Scriptural and catechet-
ical references to give us a glimpse into mar-
ried love and its powerful significance. 

Jesus, I promise You to submit myself to 

all that You permit to befall me, 

make me only know Your will. 

 

 

My most sweet Jesus, infinitely merciful 

God, most tender Father of souls, and in 

a particular way of the most weak, most 

miserable, most infirm which You carry 

with special tenderness between Your di-

vine arms, I come to You to ask You, 

through the love and merits of Your Sa-

cred Heart, the grace to comprehend and 

to do always Your holy will, the grace to 

confide in You, the grace to rest securely 

through time and eternity in Your loving 

divine arms.  

 

- St. Gianna Beretta-Molla 



 

 

 
This, That And The Other… Will 
Now be Featured in the Summer 

Edition of the Pelican...So be sure 
to send your  NEWS to Desiree 

Gould at 
DYRodriguez16@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 I am very happy to report that on May 2012, Brother Daniel Bowen, O. de M. 

(TEC 61) received his Masters of Divinity degree.  

 Megan and Bart Thomas welcomed new baby—Nolan Daniel!  

 Mary Semenczuk graduated from John Carroll University in May 2012 with a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Theology and Religious Studies. Mary has accepted a 

position on the campus of Radford University in Radford, VA. She will be work-

ing with the students and the surrounding community as an intern with Catho-

lic Campus Ministry. She was also awarded a full scholarship for graduate 

school. During the summer months, she attended Fordham University working 

towards a Masters degree in Religious Education with a concentration in Youth 

and Young Adult Ministry. During the school year she will continue her studies 

online. Keep her and the students of Radford University in your prayers!  

 Elizabeth Benda (TEC 92) graduated and is starting at Benedictine College in 

Atchison Kansas! 

 Kurt Zabor and Andrea Klonowski are ENGAGED!!  

 News from the Bewley Family - Nate graduated from Mercyhurst University 

with his masters in criminal justice in December. Gabe, got engaged to Alyssa 

Coundourides in October. Alex and Gabe are returning to the states after a 13 

month deployment to Afghanistan in September.  

 Marcum family moves back to OHIO and brings - Colton William Marcum who 

was born in the best month of the year, MARCH! 

 Special High School Graduations— Miranda Petrak, Jess Yurick, Danielle 

Burke, and Ben Pluta!  

 Dear Lisa– is now Dear Lisa (QUINN) - Congrats!  
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If you have any suggestion for TEC 

events or would like to have your 

event listed please email Desiree 

Gould 

(DYRodriguez16@hotmail.com) or 

Kyle Kiffer - our Young Adult 



 

 

We need help after every TEC.  If 

volunteers do not come to help, 

the very tired team members 

must stay and clean.  There are a 

few volunteers who come after every TEC.  

Now its time for you to lend a hand.  Clean-

up crew meets around 2:00PM in the 

kitchen of the retreat center.   Remember 

there is still a retreat going on when you 

are there, please do not interfere with the 

completion of their weekend.   

Remember: If you work Main Team on 

the previous weekend, you are commit-

ted to clean-up on the next weekend! 

Come to HELP Clean-up... 
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NSC TEC has been invited to assist 

in the start of the Syracuse (new York) TEC 

ministry! Syracuse is looking to hold their 

first TEC weekend beginning of 2013. One of 

their founding members, Maggie Byrne, has 

made July TEC. More of their members will 

be making October TEC. It is a very exciting 

time for them and for our community. Look 

to your email, Facebook, and the website for 

ways you can help Syracuse TEC 1. Most im-

portantly, let us all hold them up in prayer! 

Being a part of the TEC community for the past 7 years 
has been a true blessing.  It has helped me discover who I 
really am.  It transformed me from a confused 18 year old 
to a young man with a well-rounded Catholic faith.  To 
share my passion for music and to lead our community in 
worship and praise has been an amazing experience.  I feel 
that song is a prayer and I love how music can often find 
the words that we are too timid to say.  I am so glad to 
have shared this part of my life with so many great peo-
ple.  Thank you for all of your love and support through-
out my faith journey.   

- Eric Sidol  

GOOD 

NEWS 



 

 

 

 

BOARD NEWS:  
 
 New song books (and Music manuals) are in the process of being made for our TEC week-
ends and functions.  Thanks to Matt Gould (2012 Spirit of TEC award winner) for donating 
time and copies so we will have plenty of books!  
 Megan Thomas has decided not to renew her term come this December.  Jess Chodezcek 
will be taking over the role of registar and will being training immediately (as Megan is due with 
baby #2 right around October TEC).  Jess will take over officially January 2013. 
   A new TEC banner has been designed and purchased.  The banner will be used on TEC 
weekends and will be present at TEC functions.  It is just another way to promote our commu-
nity! 
  A BIG Thank you to Matt Shaniuk (2012 Spirit of TEC award winner), Catherine Popik, 
and Ian Kelly for their time spent on the TEC board as teen reps.  All three individuals’ terms 
were up and decided not to renew their terms.  Their replacements are discerning their posi-
tion now.   
  Nick Naugle, Chairperson, has decided not to renew his term as chairperson.  He will stay 
on for an additional six months after his term is done in December to help train our next chair 
person.  Nominations are being accepted for the Chairperson position of NCS TEC 
board.  Please see website for details. 
 Plans in the works for a Beyond TEC retreat.  More information to follow.  Please see Fa-
ther Tim with thoughts/suggestions. 
 

REUNION NEWS:  

(These changes has come from feedback/discussion from the community and the TEC 
board)      
 The Peace talk has officially been removed from the Reunion schedule.  The board has ap-

proved the replacement skit in its place. So far the reflective skit has so far been very suc-
cessful 

  Just a reminder ONLY two people per TECite in welcoming a new person into the TEC 
community.  Other family/friends are invited to welcome their loved ones into the commu-
nity later in the evening. 

   Remember Reunion is about the TECites, please keep side conversation to a minimum and 
pay attention to those speaking.  There is an opportunity to catch up at Quaker Steak and 
other TEC functions. 

  After Benediction the Spiritual Director will process the monstrance from the front out 
to the front courtyard.  We ask that the community QUIETLY AND REVERANTLY fol-
lows and circles around the statue of St. Leonard.  The Spiritual Director will then process 
the monstrance back downstairs and the community then is asked to quietly leave to 
Quaker Steak. 


