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Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain of
wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. John 12:24
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A word from our Chairperson...
I would like to start by wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a happy
new year! This past year really did fly by in no time at all. It truly was
filled with many blessings and gifts from this great community. All
which could not have been attained without the help of those throughout this community, most especially the NCS board members! So thank
you to all who have helped to make this year such a success for myself
and the community!
Did you, like many others, make a new years resolution? Did you promise
yourself that you will exercise more, eat healthier, get organized, or
save money? Four out of five people who made a resolution on New
Years Eve will eventually break them and in fact a third of them won’t
even make it through January. Nearly 40 percent of those people attribute breaking their resolutions to having too many other things
to do. These "resolutions" remind me of the high we feel after making or
working TEC. We leave the weekend promising our selves to change our
lives, be more devoted to Christ, to put others before ourselves. But
how long does this TEC "resolution" last? I would like to tell you that I keep
everyone of those promises I make, but its not true. Unfortunately, I at
times let that "high" die out and return to the ways of my daily life. As a
community, let us make a resolution. Not to lose weight or to get out of
debt, but to always keep that TEC fire burning in our hearts.
Let us pray for each other so that we do not break this new year’s resolution. If we work together as a community it can be accomplished! We
each need to do it a little at a time, much like a runner preparing for a
marathon. They do not begin their training going full into their routine,
they slowly run a little more each day and each week. In the same way
start off slow, take extra time to pray each day, attend an extra mass,
go to an extra holy hour, then build from that! Know the community is
praying for you. Know I am praying for you. Let us all make 2011 a year
we all get closer to Christ.
~ Nick Naugle

WINTER 2011

Welcome to those who
made TEC 90 & 91!

Zachary Cummins

Danielle Burke

Olivia Cundiff

Caitlyn Kish

Colin Cunningham

Tatyanna Miranda

Hannah Daughertry

Samantha Pavone

Stephanie Frank

David Petrovic

Julia Houska

Nathan Polgar

Ian Kelly

Victoria Polgar

Emily Koenig

Catherine Popik

Laura Moore

John Winkler

Natasha Myhal

Paulin Byusa

Kaycee Nichols

Julie Diatchenko

Joseph Radzialowski

Megan Petit

Maria Ramos

Anna Thomas

Jenna Rowan

Daniel Thomas

Sarah Soeder

Jaclyn Spuzzillo

Sarah Spech

Susan Carter

Tim Beach

Mark Dreyer

Melissa Bresnahan

Renee Macasek

Madeleine Coffman

Pat Mauk

Matt Fafrak

Jeffrey Hatgas

Brenna Maurer

Danny Bryan

Edmund Gardias

Tina Ranta

Lynn Roman

Diana Spuzzillo

Spiritual Director News...
As many of you know two years ago, we went
through a year of transition with our
chairperson in the TEC community, as we
move towards 2012, we will be discerning a
new Spiritual Director for the NCS TEC
community.
Father Barry has served two terms and as
stated in the TEC bylaws, his term will
expire Dec 2011. We ask in the coming
months that you please keep our community
and the board in your daily prayers as we
discern our new spiritual director. It will be
a very prayerful and important year for the
community.
It will also be a year of
celebration for what
Father Barry Gearing has
done for this great
community!

A special THANK YOU to those who have served on TEC 88 and TEC 89:
Marcus Naugle, Mary Matisak, Amy Brown, Eric Sidol, Laura Heater, Joe Hatgas, Nick Naugle,
Chris Loxterman, Fr. Joe Brankatelli, Sandy Matisak, Sean Woods, Bridget Dolan, Bill Vasko,
Sara Donnelly, Matt Shaniuk, Jess Yurick, Julie Lanzola, Mary Semenczuk, Debbie McCarthy,
Mark Grabowsky, Jim Cosgrove, Sara Lanzola, Jack Liptak, Anna Brown, Taylor Grabowsky,
Kelly Lilak, Sherry Loxterman, Tim Mauk, Miranda Petrak, Debbie Riedel, Meghan Baron, Fr.
Barry Gearing, Fr. Pat Anderson, Matt McDonald, Laura Manocchio, Lisa Kondzer, Krista Sison,
Andrea Klonowski, Mike Giulivo, Renee Macasek, Pat McCarthy, Emily Lanzola, Carly Sidol,
Samantha Pavone, Sarah Mazzola, Mary Sherman, Kristen Cuevas, Katherine Komar, Nikki Rodgers, Matt Gould, Alan Petit, Francine Zielaskiewics, Geramee Hensley, Christine Kertis, Victoria
Polgar, Catherine Popik, Elisabeth Sekerak, and Jaclyn Spuzzillo.
We apologize in advance for any spelling errors, omissions, or errors in the names on this page!

Thanks to all who helped make this edition of the Pelican possible!!!!!
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A Special
Christma
s
Homily...

Stories Are Gifts—Share!
I hold in my hand what could be a hot commodity right now. After all the running around we've all done to prepare
for Christ's coming. Could anybody go for a nice hot cup of Starbucks coffee? If there is one thing you should
know about me if you do not already is that Starbucks and I are pretty close. Not like me and Jesus close, but close.
Starbucks could even be considered, dare I say, sacramental? JK! And so, to know me is to know that part of my
personal story is that a good cup of coffee, Starbucks in particular, is part of my life.
One thing I have noticed over the past couple of months is the message that is printed on the sleeve, for the coffee
cup. The sleeve, the thing that allows us to pick up a cup of peppermint mocha goodness worry free! Anyway, the
message on the cup sleeve this holiday season is: "STORIES ARE GIFTS - SHARE" Stories are gifts, share. Stories
are gifts, share. As I reflected upon Christmas this year I kept coming back to this phrase. I kept wondering why?
Well, I realized that if we are to truly make good about the mystery of this Christmas season, of Christ coming to
earth and taking on flesh, then it is imperative that we share our Christmas story. Now it would be easy for me to
tell you to go home and along with your loved ones share stories of Christmas past. Stories of the hours you spent
baking cookies or stringing popcorn, stories about family traditions, stories about a special gift you gave or received.
It would even been easy for me to tell you to go home and tell the Christmas story that is near and dear to us
Clevelanders, that of Ra
lphie and is quest for the Red Ryder BB gun!
We all have these kinds of Christmas stories. For example, just the other day I was helping my grandmother set up
her nativity set and she was describing some of the scenery that go with her set, where some of the pieces came
from, and part of her Christmas story that is now part of my own. Now, it would be easy for me to tell you, that as
you pass around the coffee and the pumpkin pie, to share these stories; but the reality is that these are not the
Christmas stories we are called to share. You see if we want to make good on what this Feast and Season of Christmas is all about... If we really want to share the Christmas story of Christ taking on flesh... of God breaking into our
humanity... of God being born in us... a mystery and a story that strikes to very core of our Christianity... of our humanity... then we are called to share a different kind of Christmas story. My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, every
time we share stories of when we've experienced the presence of God whether in good times or bad; when we name
and claim these stories we become deeply aware of the presence, the grace of God at work in us and in doing so, we
proclaim to the world the essence of the Christmas season... the story of Christ being born in us... the story of
Emmanuel "God is with us!"
What is your Christmas story? Is it a story of the triumph? A story of how your faith has made a difference in your
life? A story of how your faith has helped you or helped you to help another? A story of how even in struggle someone reached out to you? These stories are gifts that we are called to share because when we share these stories we
open our eyes to the reality that Christmas is not a December 25th thing but an everyday thing! By sharing the stories of when we found ourselves on fire for God or even the times of struggle and someone reached out to us or we
reached out to someone else; we share the Christmas story, the story of Christ being born in us, day in and day out.
It is important for us to share these Christmas stories because when we do this we proclaim to the world that our
God is indeed alive! When we share these Christmas stories, these God experiences, we proclaim to the darkness,
"you got nothin'!"
Stories are gifts, share. Our personal Christmas Stories are gifts, share.
And so I ask you my brothers and sisters, when you gather with family and friends, what Christmas story will you
share? How will you proclaim, Emmanuel "God is with us." Will you share a story of triumph? A story of when your
faith made all the difference? What Christmas story will you share?
- Fr. Ed Suszynski
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After POPULAR demand “The Pelican”
will have a NEW featured column called
“Dear Lisa…”
Lisa Mannochio TEC’s favorite Librarian
will give us some book ideas and
suggestions to deepen our knowledge and
faith. What better advice…
Dear Abby has nothing on Dear Lisa!

Love Letters to My Husband
by Gianna Beretta Molla
As we reflect on our call to respect
life in all its stages this January let
us look to Saint Gianna Molla, who
gave her life to her vocation as wife
and mother. This first person account is a collection of love letters
she wrote to her husband Pietro, and
it shows the passionate love story of
one of our modern day saints.
Crossing the Threshold of Hope
by Pope John Paul II
We all wait with joyful anticipation
for the canonization of Pope John
Paul II! As we wait, come to know
our beloved pope more through his
teachings. This book is a collection
of profound, yet accessible, wisdom
from one of the world's greatest theologians. It is broken down into sections, and shares the Pope's thoughts
on topics such as suffering, evil, salvation, and hope.

Prayer Corner...
THANKSGIVING AFTER MASS

Lord, Father all-powerful and ever-living God, I thank You, for
even though I am a sinner, your unprofitable servant, not
because of my worth but in the kindness of your mercy,
You have fed me with the Precious Body & Blood of Your
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
I pray that this Holy Communion may not bring me
condemnation and punishment but forgiveness and salvation.
May it be a helmet of faith and a shield of good will.
May it purify me from evil ways and put an end to my evil
passions.
May it bring me charity and patience, humility and obedience,
and growth in the power to do good.
May it be my strong defense against all my enemies, visible
and invisible, and the perfect calming of all my evil impulses,
bodily and spiritual.
May it unite me more closely to you, the One true God, and
lead me
safely through death to everlasting happiness with You.
And I pray that You will lead me, a sinner, to the banquet
where you,
with Your Son and holy Spirit, are true and perfect light, total
fulfillment, everlasting joy, gladness without end, and perfect
happiness to your saints. grant this through Christ our Lord,
AMEN

Please Pray for:


Our church and its leaders



The leaders of nations that they may find a way to peace



All those who are serving the Lord in any ministry



All who are homeless, hungry, all those in need



For those who have wandered from their faith



For those most in need of prayer



For an end to the disrespect for human life



For our TEC community, and all future TEC weekends.



For the prayers in the hearts of the TEC community

Please take a moment to say a prayer for the
intentions of all those in the TEC community. In
a special way say a prayer for the formation of
TEC 92 and 93! Prayer intentions can be emailed
to the TEC community via the TEC list-serve. If
you are not currently receiving emails from the
TEC community and would like to be part of the
list, please email Grant Winney at:
grantwinney@sbcglob.net
—Peace in Christ!
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Board News:
- Lisa Manocchio has fulfilled her two terms on the board as YA representative. Lisa has been a very
positive and vocal leader on the board. She has helped in many facets of the community, such as the
Day of Reflections, FOPs, and other community events. She truly will be missed on the board, but we
will definitely see her smiling face still serving the community!
-We welcome Desiree Gould as our new YA representative. Desiree is very excited and brings a lot of
energy to the position! Sam LoFaso has also agreed to stay on the board as one of the adult representatives. He will continue as our new VIRTUS representative for the NCS TEC community.
-We are planning a fundraising event for the spring (possibly a Night at the Races), anyone interested
in chairing the committee or with any experience with these type of events please contact Nick
Naugle.
-The night-watch person will continued to be trial for the coming year. It truly has assisted our lay
directors in giving them peace of mind during the night hours on a TEC weekend. If you are interested in being a night watch person or would like more information please contact Kurt Zabor or Sam
LoFaso.
-We will continue to have a push for a supply drive! Nonperishable food items as well as monetary
donations may given at anytime, though it is encouraged to bring to the FOP nights. More information can be obtained from Kathy Scullin.
- Board Meeting Dates: (Tuesday following 7PM mass at the JPII Room, St Adalberts) JAN 25, FEB
22, MARCH 29, APRIL 26, MAY 31, and JUNE 28.

This, That And The Other… Will Now be

Featured in the Summer Edition of the
Pelican...So be sure to send your NEWS to
Desiree Gould at
DYRodriguez16@hotmail.com

FUTURE TEC
WEEKENDS...

If you have any suggestion for TEC
events or would like to have your event
listed please email Desiree Gould
(DYRodriguez16@hotmail.com) or Kurt
Zabor (kurtzabor@yahoo.com) our Young
Adult Representatives.



TEC#92
April 29, 2011—
May 1, 2011



TEC #93
July 15, 2011—
July 17, 2011



TEC #94
October 14,
2011— October
16, 2011
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The TEC community and their families gathered together on July 25th to celebrate the 6th annual TEC
picnic! God moved aside gloomy weather that was upon us earlier in the day, and exchanged it with perfect picnic
weather! Sam LoFaso was kind enough to make arrangements for the TEC community to hold the picnic at the
F.O.P. lodge in Brunswick.
Father Barry Gearing started us off with mass. Krista Sison and Kurt Zabor provided us with great music
throughout the mass. Afterwards, the grilling began! Inside and outside the lodge, the TEC community was able to
eat, laugh, and share their TEC experiences with new friends, and catch up with old friends.
Shortly after eating, many children engaged in a water balloon fight. But that wasn’t the only activity that
was taking place! Although Fr. Barry chickened out of participating in the fundraiser, “PIE THE PRIEST,” Desi
Gould, Kurt Zabor, and Nick Naugle stepped up to the plate! With each pie costing only $1, Katherine Komar loaded
up the whipped cream on each plate handing it to the person who would chose one contestant to throw the pie at.
A few times, one of the three contestants were lucky enough to be bombarded by 3 whipped cream pies at one
time! This was a fun, sweet, and sticky way to fundraise for necessary TEC items.
Thank you to all who participated! The picnic was a great way to see fellow TEC friends that you may have
not seen in quite a long time. Jesus, Friends, Food, and Fun- You can’t beat it!
BY: Brittany Cermak

Come to HELP Clean-up...
We need help after every TEC. If
volunteers do not come to help,
the very tired team members
must stay and clean. There are a
few volunteers who come after every TEC.
Now its time for you to lend a hand. Cleanup crew meets around 2:00PM in the
kitchen of the retreat center. Remember
there is still a retreat going on when you
are there, please do not interfere with the
completion of their weekend.
Remember: If you work Main Team on
the previous weekend, you are committed to clean-up on the next weekend!

Just a REMINDER...North Coast Spirit TEC's
newsletter, the Pelican, will be emailed, as well as
always available on the TEC website,
www.northcoasttec.com! This effort will help
TEC's push to "GO GREEN," as well as help with
cost as postage prices and copying as
they continue to rise! We will be making the
Pelican available on the NCS TEC website and via
a link through the TEC Facebook group. If you
need help becoming a member of the TEC Yahoo
group or Face book group, please contact Nick
Naugle at nicknaugle@aol.com or Grant Winney at
grantwinney@sbcglobal.net. If you do not have
internet access or would still like the Pelican
mailed to you please contact Desi Gould at 440724-1217.

I have known Kelsey for almost two year. We first crossed paths on TEC 85 when we both served on the wheat
team. Even back then I knew that there was something different about Kelsey, something special. This young
beautiful woman amazed me in ways that I never thought someone my age could do. The complete selflessness and
grace that Kelsey showed in her unfailing and total giving of herself to the
TECites throughout the weekend
touched me in a very real way. As time went on, I discovered that I was lucky enough to become very good friends
with Kelsey. To my amazement I found that even not on TEC time - at Applebees or while putt-putting - Kelsey
still had the sense of quiet holiness about her that reminded me so strongly of our Mother, Mary. The following two
weekends that I worked, I was blessed to have Kelsey working with me once more, or gophering for me during TEC
88. As I came to know this young woman more and more, I began to see just how special she really was. Her gentile wholehearted devotion to the Lord is so overwhelming, like the Lion and the Lamb. Kelsey would give anything
to make someone happy, and she would do it with a smile on her face. Although she would never agree with me,
Kelsey has the strongest faith that I have ever found in a close friend, and I cannot think of a more deserving recipient of the Spirit of TEC award, and a more beautiful person to have the privilege to call my friend.
BY: Jordan Slavik

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize Kevin Perrien as the 2010 Young Adult Spirit of TEC award winner. In
the time that I have known K.P. it is an honor to call him my friend. Kevin is truly committed to living out the Pascal
mystery. In coming to know Kevin, I have been privileged to walk his faith journey with him and we have challenged each
other to continue to flesh out God’s will for us in our lives. The journey has not always easy for either of us, but we trust
in God’s mercy and grace. I look forward to the future and seeing how God is working in Kevin’s heart and I know that
the community will continue to be blessed as his leadership helps all of us to mature as a community of believers. We are
so fortunate to be able to soon enjoy the day when he leads his first weekend. Our faith community is answering God’s call
on a daily basis and we pray for God to send his spirit upon Kevin and bless his walk with Christ. Let us all pray for our
Brother and for all that his future holds.
BY: Maury Petrak

When I think of Maury Petrak, I think of a big guy. I think Mo Bear, the big huggable, lovable servant of the Lord. I
think of Adoration at Reunion where he always belts out that crowd pleaser as the voice of Jesus relaying to his
apostles "We will be together again someday, and I'll be with you every step of the way." Our goal is to get to heaven
and we must walk with Jesus and believe he is beside us. Maury is a man who walks with Jesus on his journey. He
has had many trials and triumphs in his life but I see his faith as unwavering. He is also a dedicated husband, father, and is a staple in this TEC community. He is always willing to serve. Him and his wife Angela always help
with cleanup on Sundays of the weekends whether they were on the previous weekend or not. They are regulars at
St. Adalbert FOPS and at Reunion. Maury embodies the Spirit of TEC. His presence is big and strong! He is a true
man of God! I love you big brother!
BY: Kurt Zabor

Application for Serving on Teens Encounter Christ Retreat Teams
Name:

=Practicing Catholic: YES__ NO__

(Sunday Mass and regular sacraments)

Address:

Check One:

City, State,
Zip:

Teen____

Young Adult (18-30)___

Phone #:

Adult___

Email address:

Prior TEC Information: I made TEC#: ___ Last TEC I worked #:___

Parish:

Prior Teams
Roles
Talks
Desired Position: (Please Mark 1st, 2nd, 3rd, choices using numbers)
Main

Wheat

Reunion

Lay Director
Asst. Lay Director
Spiritual Director
Asst. Spiritual Dir.
Team Member
Musician
Gopher

Main

Wheat

Peace Talk
Talk: (Growth & Ideals; God Experience; Paschal Mystery; God, Community of Love; Church, People of God; Christian
Life; Signs; Mary, Mother of God; Young Christian as Disciple) _______________
Explain why you want to work this TEC:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you have any questions please contact: Fr Barry Gearing at 440-238-5555, Nick Naugle at 440-479-7930, or Jack
Liptak at 216-524-08800
Applications must be received by the Wednesday after Comeback to the prior TEC to be considered. Please mail or
email the following address:

Jack Liptak
5550 Pin Oak Court
Independence, OH 44131
216-524-0800
Remember the new regulations regarding fingerprints/background checks/VIRTUS information. (This information will
be sent to you once you are place on a team!)

