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A word from our Chairperson... 

    The Pelican 

                                      
North Coast Spirit TEC     

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain of 

wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. John 12:24 

SUMMER 2010 

 

“Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by 

no means enter it."  Luke 18:17 

 

How soon we forget that first “ah ha” moment in our TEC experience!  That 

time that we really get why God calls us to this great community, that moment 

that truly makes us reflect on our lives and to truly make Christ our captain.  

These moments happen at different times in one’s TEC journey as well as one’s 

faith journey, whether it be that first TEC or for others like myself after actu-

ally working and understanding what a TEC weekend offers. 

 

Faith as a child, as is written in this Luke passage, has been very evident to me 

the last couple of months as my seventeen month old daughter, Grace, has 

really begun to experience her young faith journey.  Each time we sit down for  

a meal she gets a big smile on her face, folds her hands together and looks at 

us, as to say “hey let’s pray”.  Each time we walk into church at St Barnabas, 

there is a big picture of “surfer Jesus,” Grace gets a huge grin, points and says 

“JESUS!” 

 

How many of us have this “faith as a child” shortly after that “ah ha” moment 

in our TEC experience.  Not just going through the motions at a TEC weekend or 

at a TEC reunion/function, but truly giving your all to serve the Lord.  Not just 

being present at a TEC event but going to participate and the chance to praise 

God.   

 

It is truly important to sit back and reflect on this faith, the faith of a child and 

look at not only our TEC experiences but our daily faith journey!  TEC gives us the 

tools and the chance to continually come back and rejuvenate, build, and live 

that faith! 

 

On the other hand it is hard to believe that it’s already been over half a year 

that I have taken over as chairperson of this great community!  We have really 

been blessed during this time; two completely full TECs (with a wait list), the 

trial of the “night watch person,” and just a wonderful show of the love and 

faith of this community!  We have some exciting changes/plans for the coming 

year.  This Pelican will be going digital. We are planning a fundraiser spring 2011.  

Please keep your eyes and ears open to hear about everything that is TEC.  Be-

come a member of the Yahoo Listserve, join the TEC group on Face book, and 

continually check our new and improved website! 

 

- Nick Naugle 
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Welcome to those who  

made TEC 88 & 89! 

Ashley Erlanson    Amanda Nagg  

Brielle Giomini          Tim Mauk  

Katherine Leavy  Emma Vichill 

Tylor Vincent  Adam Grassi 

Shannon Visconti  Ashley Payne 

Maggie Wolpert  Kristen Boyne 

Billy Steward   Rick Kubrak 

Mary Sherman   Rachel Thompson 

Greg Roth   Steve Schaffer 

Jeremy Ortiz  Jennifer Ontko 

Ellen Disrud  Marion Liwosz 

Brittany Cermak  Teresa Colon  

Liz Sekerek   Alicia Steele 

Sarah Stegmoyer  Peter Kovacina  

Amanda Stefaniak  Kristen Cuevas  

Katie Albertino  Lisa DiBarto 

Robert Butcher  Jacon Even  

Jessica Hulec   Heather Kaptein  

Samantha Kaczmarek    Sarah Mazzola 

Kelly Morgan                  Erin O’Malley  

Miranda Petrak   Ben Radeff  

Christopher Schilling  Isabelle Schmidt  

Caitlin Smith   Danielle Weigand  

Jess Yurick  Joe Caulfield 

Lindsey Daniels   Brian DeLaat   

Scott Goodfellow  Jeremy Miner 

Sean Woods  Jim Cermak  

Joan Gardias   Julie Hasson 

A special THANK YOU THANK YOU to those who have served on TEC 88 and TEC 89: 

 Fr. Tim Gareau, Desiree Gould, Leigh Cullen, Kurt Zabor, Kelsey Bersuder, Sam LoFaso,          

Eric Sidol, Ashley Cifani, Chris Loxterman, Tina Cerha, Carolyn Kertis, Mary Semenczuk, Matt 

Shaniuk, Carly Sidol, Jude Macfarlane, Taylor Grabowsky, Kevin Perrien, Sara Donnelly, Chris-

tine Shipley, Pat Counselman, Amanda Houska, Kevin Kess, Gina Augusta, Matt Gould, Karilynn 

Cotone, Mairead Maloney, Jordan Slavik, Matt McDonald, Fr. Barry Gearing, Laura Heid, Laura 

Heater, Angie Arumpanayil, Katherine Komar, Andrea Klonowski, Megan Blatnik, Alex Zoloty, 

Greg Yurick, Freddy Keppler, Brittany Cermak, Molly Smith, Emma Vichill, Tylor Vincent, Lisa 

Manocchio, Megan Walsh, Nikki Rodgers, Kelly Hartnett, Jurell Sison, Emily Viancourt, Cindy 

Guilivo, Maury Petrak, Rachel Borden, Lyn Travis, Amy Gould, Geramee Hensley, Courtney    

Hasson, Greg Roth, Brielle Giomini, Nate Viets, Shannon Yaugher.   

Happy Day TEC  Community... 

This is Father Barry Gearing, your spiritual director and father. I hope 

this Pelican finds you well in your current geographical location along with a healthy 

attitude towards life combined with love for everyone around you. It is not uncommon 

for summer to be the most popular time of year, greatly favored over the other three 

seasons. Because summer is always filled with sunshine, family vacations, a reduced 

work-load for those tied to the academic world, and many opportunities to invest time in 

things which is rare during the other 9 months of the year, it is a period of time which 

people would prefer not to end. Having just come off TEC 89, the similarities between 

TEC weekends and summer became very obvious when hearing the thoughts of the TE-

Cites. Just as summer must come to an end, so too does each TEC weekend and the re-

adjustment to what we thought was “normal” life begins. Even though summer leads 

into autumn and then the hard days of winter set in, there is always spring and summer 

to follow. The days and months after each TEC can often be very trying and difficult for 

us but we need to always remember, the hard days are outnumbered by the good and 

that periods of spiritual dryness will end. If you are having a difficult day, couple of 

months, or even a year, know that it will end because the end is always going to be 

good. I read a cheesy quote on facebook once that said, “If it isn‟t good, it isn‟t the 

end.” However cheesy that may be, it is also true. There are always good moments dur-

ing winter even though it‟s freezing cold outside and there can be good moments in 

each of our lives so long as we‟re open to the possibility. I strongly encourage you to 

continue investing time in your faith even if you‟re going through a tough time. When 

we are weak, our Lord is right there beside us, holding us up. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 

12:9, “But he [God] said to me, „My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made per-

fect in weakness. „ I will rather boast most gladly of my weaknesses, in order that the 

power of Christ may dwell with me.” Parish life is incredibly important to the future of 

the Church and I strongly encourage you to dedicate time to growing in your home par-

ish community. There are several groups in each parish and I know God will guide you 

to the one He believes will benefit you most. There are always TEC events such as 

FOPs, reunions, the Day of Reflection, etc. which you are most welcome to attend but 

parish life is something that needs more attention and focus. So, when times get tough 

and your faith seems to be like scraping the last peanut butter out of the jar, lean into 

what gives you genuine happiness, joy, and strength: our Lord, in places that need our 

presence the most. Allow God to be your fireplace in mid-winter, your hot chocolate, 

your warmth in the coldest of cold days. Find God in your parish as well as showing 

others that God is present. You may be the hot chocolate someone else needs.           

God Bless, Fr. B 

Thanks to all who helped make this edition of the Pelican possible!!!!! 

A word from Father Barry... 

We apologize in advance for any spelling errors, omissions, or errors in the names on this page!   



 

 

 My T-E-C Experience BY: NATHAN VIETS 
 

 Before I knew about the TEC retreats, I was busy trying out for my high school baseball team. Unfortu-
nately I didn’t make it, and must admit that I was disappointed in myself and my hard work. I didn’t know where to 
turn to or what step to take next. Then one day at school, my cousin (Adam) asked me if I wanted to attend this 
“TEC” retreat. So I simply told him that I would think about it. It wasn’t until later that week that I finally decided to 
apply for TEC #88 and see if I was accepted.  
 Well, I was accepted and once Easter hit, I was packing for a three day retreat at the end of the week. I 
picked Adam up and we drove out to St. Leonard’s for what would be an unforgettable, life-changing event. On 
the first day of TEC, we died to ourselves. I remember feeling terrible and realizing exactly what Jesus went 
through on that Friday so very long ago so that we can be saved from our sins. It didn’t hit me completely until the 
“Everything” skit. The message that was portrayed in that skit touched me so much and so deeply. I felt disgusted 
with myself and how I had been living my life. So Die Day was rough towards the end for me, but I was slowly 
starting to feel a connection to God; one that I hadn’t felt in a very long time. 
 On Rise Day, I woke up and felt refreshed; despite only getting about five hours of sleep the night before. 
Something was changing in my life, and I would soon discover what that change was. The day was full of excite-
ment and plenty of energy. The various talks were centered on God’s ultimate love and how it is visible in the pre-
sent Church today. As Rise Day continued, I finally realized how powerful God’s love is for each and every one of 
us and at the very end of the day I was convinced that His love was real. There is no greater love than to give of 
your life for another. After Rise Day, I was ready to go into Go Day knowing that God truly and deeply loves me 
no matter what. 
 On the third and final day of TEC #88, we were all given our crosses and were blessed by Father Tim    
Gareau to be sent out into the world to preach about our experience on TEC through our actions. Sort of along 
the same lines of St. Francis’s famous quote “Preach the Gospel often, and use words when necessary.” After 
celebrating our last mass together as TEC #88, we said our goodbyes.  
 It didn’t really hit me until the next day that my life had been completely changed. I was, as Jude put it, “on 
Cloud Nine” and feeling fantastic. Life couldn’t have been any better. However, nothing good can last forever and 
my “friends” were making life at St. Ignatius as miserable as physically possible. Usually in the past this would 
really get to me, but not this time. This time I turned to God in the toughest of times and escaped these tough 
times, simply because He was there with me and I knew He would be. After TEC #88, God led me down a hap-
pier and more peaceful path and to this day I have been on that path and have had a more positive life day in and 
day out. TEC has taught me to trust in the Lord always and forever. I plan on carrying out my faith as I head off to 
college in the fall, and know that God will watch over me. He will be with me in my struggles and He will be with 
me in my accomplishments as well. If I place my entire trust in God, nothing is impossible. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Signs of Life: 40 Catholic Customs and Their Biblical Roots by Scott Hahn. Doubleday Religion, 2009. 
 Do you ever wonder how the things we hold as commonplace in our Catholic Tradition came to be?  In this 
book, biblical scholar and esteemed Catholic Theologian, Dr. Scott Hahn, discusses our most beloved Catho-
lic traditions (such as guardian angels, holy days, and the sacraments), and shows their great importance in 
our every day faith life.  Broken down into small sections, this is a great book for those looking to learn a little 
more about the faith each day. 
  
No Greater Love by Mother Teresa. New World Library, 1997. 
 If I could have just one book written by or about Mother Teresa, it would be this one!  This book is a collection 
of Mother Teresa's writings and thoughts on various topics including, but  not limited to: love, prayer, giving, 
service, hope, forgiveness, and Jesus.  Mother makes use of stories from the lives of the Missionaries of 
Charity to illustrate contemplation in action. This book is a fount of simple wisdom that will never run dry.   

LOOKING 

FOR A BOOK 

WE HAVE LISA MANOCCHIO’S PICKS... 
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Please take a moment to say a prayer for the    

intentions of all those in the TEC community.  In 

a special way say a prayer for the formation of 

TEC 90 and 91!  Prayer intentions can be emailed 

to the TEC community via the TEC list-serve.  If 

you are not currently receiving emails from the 

TEC community and would like to be part of the 

list, please email Grant Winney at:          

grantwinney@sbcglob.net                                                      

                                                —Peace in Christ! 

Prayer Corner... 
 

 

 

Cardinal Mercier's Prayer to the Holy Spirit: 

O Holy Spirit,  

beloved of my soul,  

I adore You.  

Enlighten me, guide me,  

strengthen me, console me. 

Tell me what I should do;  

give me Your orders. 

I promise to submit myself to all that You desire of me 

And to accept all that You permit to happen to me.   

Let me only know Your will. Amen 

Please Pray for: 

 Our church and its leaders 

 The leaders of nations that they may find a way to peace 

 All those who are serving the Lord in any ministry 

 All who are homeless, hungry, all those in need 

 For those who have wandered from their faith 

 For those most in need of prayer 

 For an end to the disrespect for human life 

 For our TEC community, and all future TEC weekends. 

 For the prayers in the hearts of the TEC community 

A Special Thank YOU…. 

To Sara Donnelly and Fr. Tim Gareau     

for dedicating so much time and energy to 

recruiting TECites.  It is your example of 

going forth in Christ and passing on TEC 

that we each should follow.   

RECRUIT RECRUIT RECRUIT!!!   
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The Story of Our Lady of Guadalupe  

On December 9, 1531, Our Lady appeared to Juan 
Diego on his way to Mass.  She asked him to go to the 
Bishop and request that he build a church for her on 
the barren hill .  Bishop Zumarraga had been praying 
for Our Lady to intervene and prevent a bloody upris-
ing for the native Aztecs who had been subdued and 
were under severe control by the Spanish.  The pru-
dent Bishop asked Juan to ask Our Lady for a sign. 

On December 12, Our Lady again appeared to Juan on 
Tepeyac Hill and told him to pick the Castilian Roses 
which miraculously appeared there and bring them to 
the Bishop as the sign for him to believe her request.  
Juan gathered the roses into his tilma or cloak and 
brought them to the Bishop. Juan opened the tilma to 
show the roses to the Bishop, and to everyone’s aston-
ishment the image of Our Lady as the pregnant 
Mother of God appeared on it.  The church was built 
and eight million natives were converted and baptized 
in the next seven years.  Human sacrifice which had 
been a part of Aztec culture and ritual ended in Mexico 
forever.  Our Lady of Guadalupe brought the light of 
true faith and established an era of peace.              

The tilma with the  Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

hangs in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 

Mexico City.  It has been scientifically established that 

the image is not a painting.  There is no undersizing or 

pigment in the tilma and microscopic examination 

reveals no brushstrokes.  The tilma itself, which is 

made of a fiber derived from a cactus plant, should 

have rotted in 20-60 years, but it has not decayed in 

nearly 480 years.  A digital enhancement of the eyes of 

the Image show the faces of Juan Diego and Bishop 

Zumarraga reflected in the eyes of Our Lady. The im-

age  is actually an Aztec Pictograph which was read 

and understood quickly by the Aztec Indians. Her po-

sition in front of the sun and standing on the crescent 

moon indicated she was greater than the Aztec gods.  

The stars strewn across her mantle coincide with the 

constellations that appeared in the sky on December 

12, 1531.  In addition, the BLACK CROSS on the 

brooch at her neck shows that her God was that of the 

Spanish Missionaries, Jesus Christ her son who died 

on the cross for all mankind.  The BLACK BELT she 

wore is an Aztec Maternity Belt indicating she was 

with child.  The Four Petal Flower over the womb was 

a special symbol of life, movement and deity-the cen-

ter of the universe showing she was the Mother of God.  

Our Lady’s Hands are joined in prayer because she was 

not God but clearly there was one greater than her as 

she pointed her finger to the cross on her brooch.   

By: Cindy Guilivo                                



 

 

This, that and the other... 

 

 We have four new teen representatives on the board!  Welcome Sara Donnelly, Brittany Cermak, Tylor Vincent, 

and Matt Shaniuk!  We would like to thank our out going teen reps, whose terms expired, for their service to the 

TEC board.  Thanks again to Jordan Slavik, Jude MacFarlane, Laura Manocchio, and Kelsey Bersuder.  Good luck 

as you go off to college!! 

 Thanks to Pat Counselman during this time of transition…her role with VIRTUS will be handed over to our sec-

ond adult representative, Sam LoFaso.  Pat will be helping Sam with the October TEC and then Sam will be 

TEC’s official VIRTUS person! 

 On a trial basis through October’s TEC, we will be having night watch persons on Friday and Saturday night of 

TEC.  Volunteers must be over the age of 25 and be completely VIRTUS trained.  For more information please 

email Sam at sold@samlofaso.com. 

 We are planning a Reverse Raffle/Auction for spring 2011.  Please watch your email/facebook for details.  This 

fundraiser will be a huge help too keep team and TECite fees where they are!  There will be opportunity to vol-

unteer and donated!  The date has not be set yet…but be sure to mark your calendars as soon as the date is re-

leased! If you are interested in helping out in any way please email Nick Naugle at nicknaugle@aol.com. 

 TEC plans to be a nonprofit organization by this FALL! 

 Please continue to keep NCS TEC’s board in your prayers!!!!! 

 Board Meeting Dates: July 27, August 31, September 21, October 26,                

November 30!! 

 

TEC has an updated 

website! Check it at 

www.northcoasttec.com 

Board News: 

Be sure to share your NEWS in the next Pelican...email 

Desiree Gould at DYRodriguez16@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TEC #90                        

October 22, 2010—

October 24, 2010  

 TEC #91                        

January 7, 2011—

January 9, 2011 

 TEC#92                            

April 29, 2011—          

May 1, 2011 

 TEC #93                                  

July 15, 2011—           

July 17, 2011 

 TEC #94                              

October 14, 2011—       

October 16, 2011 

F
U

T
U
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E
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S

... 
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 Jurell Sison graduated from JCU with a BS in English Literature 

and Religious Studies. He will start a year of Service with the Jes-

uit Volunteer Corp on August 8th.  

 Megan and Bart Thomas are expecting their 1st baby Nov. 19th.  

 Brother Daniel Bowen, O. de M. renewed his profession of simple 

vows for a third year with his religious community the Order of 

Mercy. This fall he will be in Second Theology continuing his semi-

nary studies at Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia, 

PA. Brother Daniel made TEC 61 and entered the Order of Mercy 

in August 2006.   

 Desiree Gould Graduated from Cleveland State University with a 

Masters of Education. 

 Eric Sidol Graduated from The University of Toledo.   

 Mike and Kristina Yako just introduced their baby boy Maximilian 

James into the world on June 26th.   

 Nate Viets just graduated from Ignatius High School.   

 Carly Sidol, Ashley Erlanson, Brielle Giomini, and Courtney Has-

son just graduated from Padua Franciscan High School.   

 Emma Vichill and Karilynn Cotone just graduated from the Great 

Holy Name High School.   

 Mary Sherman just graduated from North Olmsted High School.  

mailto:sold@samlofaso.com
mailto:nicknaugle@aol.com


 

 

Check this out...  

We need help after every TEC.  If 

volunteers do not come to help, 

the very tired team members 

must stay and clean.  There are a 

few volunteers who come after every TEC.  

Now its time for you to lend a hand.  Clean-

up crew meets around 2:00PM in the 

kitchen of the retreat center.   Remember 

there is still a retreat going on when you 

are there, please do not interfere with the 

completion of their weekend.   

Remember: If you work Main Team on 

the previous weekend, you are commit-

ted to clean-up on the next weekend! 

Come to HELP Clean-up... 
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North Coast Spirit TEC's newsletter, the Pelican, 

will soon be emailed, as well as always be avail-

able on the TEC website, 

www.northcoasttec.com!  This effort will help 

TEC's push to "GO GREEN," as well as help with 

cost as postage prices and copying as 

they continue to rise!  We will be making the Peli-

can available on the NCS TEC website and via a 

link through the TEC Facebook group.  If you need 

help becoming a member of the TEC Yahoo group 

or Face book group, please contact Nick Naugle at 

nicknaugle@aol.com or Grant Winney at grantwin-

ney@sbcglobal.net.  If you do not have internet ac-

cess or would still like the Pelican mailed to you 

please contact Desi Gould at 440-724-1217.  

http://www.northcoasttec.com/
mailto:nicknaugle@aol.com
mailto:grantwinney@sbcglobal.net
mailto:grantwinney@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Application for Serving on Teens Encounter Christ  Retreat Teams 

 

=Practicing Catholic: YES__  NO__ 

(Sunday Mass and regular sacraments) 

 

Check One:  

  Teen____ 

  Young Adult (18-30)___  

  Adult___   

Prior TEC Information:  I made TEC#: ___  Last TEC I worked #:___

 

Desired Position: (Please Mark 1st, 2nd, 3rd, choices using numbers) 

 

Talk: (Growth & Ideals; God Experience; Paschal Mystery; God, Community of Love; Church, People of God; Christian 

Life; Signs; Mary, Mother of God; Young Christian as Disciple)  _______________ 

Explain why you want to work this TEC: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you have any questions please contact: Fr Barry Gearing at 440-238-5555, Nick Naugle at 440-479-7930, or Jack 

Liptak at 216-524-08800 

Prior Teams 
  

  

Roles 
  

  

Talks 
  

  

  Main Wheat Reunion 

Lay Director       

Asst. Lay Director       

Spiritual Director       

Asst. Spiritual Dir.       

Team Member       

Musician       

Gopher Main Wheat     

Peace Talk       

Applications must be received by the Wednesday after Comeback to the prior TEC to be considered.  Please mail or 

email the following address:  

Jack Liptak 

5550 Pin Oak Court 

Independence, OH 44131 

216-524-0800 

Remember the new regulations regarding fingerprints/background checks/VIRTUS information. (This information will 

be sent to you once you are place on a team!) 

Name: 
  

Address: 

  

  

  

City, State, 

Zip: 

  

  

Phone #: 
  

Email ad-

dress: 

  

Parish: 
  



 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 

TEC AT THE FEST: August 8, 2010 

 

October 22-24, 2010 TEC Weekend-- Saint Leonard’s Retreat Center 

October 23, 2010 Reunion (Check email for details) 

October 24, 2010 Clean-up (2PM) 

 

January 7-9, 2010 TEC Weekend-Saint Leonard’s Retreat Center 

January 8, 2010 Reunion (Check email for details) 

July 13, 2010 Clean-up (2PM) 

 

 

The Pelican was generously donated by OBM 

and salesman Matt Gould 

(TEC 72) 

Phone: (216)-485-2000 

TEC Pelican          
25735 Lorain Rd. #209 

North Olmsted, OH 44070 

 


